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GLOBAL TRADE PROSPECTS IN NATURAL GAS

ABSTRACT

The author gives a survey on the prospects of the natural gas trade on the basis of inter-
national databases. Not only the production and the consumption data of natural gas are pre-
sented but the global export import and reserves data as well. The P/R ratio at natural gas
longer then sixty years so the natural gas will play a significant role in energetics in the dec-
ades coming.

INTRODUCTION

It is obvious both for professionals and the general public that the leading energy source
of the 21st century is natural gas. Statistical databases of the international natural gas industry
have been used as a basis for investigating the prospects for widening the global trade in
natural gas.

This paper presents the natural gas supplies and demands known and predicted, figures
of natural gas production and consumption, the location of continents, regions, and countries
producing and using natural gas as well as details of natural gas exports and imports.

The following sources were used to obtain data and information:

International Energy Agency - Natural Gas Information 2000
British Petrol Statistical Review of World Energy, June 2001
International Association of Energy Economics, 2000 2001

NATURAL GAS PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION

The International Energy Agency publishes its statistics annually, including data for the
year preceding the year of publication. When this paper was researched, the report on the
year 2000 was available, therefore the last data and figures in the tables and diagrams are for
the year 1999. It has to be mentioned that as far as we are aware - there has been no consid-
erable re-arrangement in the global natural gas trade.

The IEA compiled its global data according to continents and regions significant for
natural gas. For the purpose of interpreting the data, the IEA listed the countries in the differ
ent groups according to the following (Table 1)



Table 1.
Groups of countries by IEA

OECD NORTH AMERICA
Canada, Mexico, United States
OECD EUROPE

Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ire-
land, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey,
United Kingdom

OECD PACIFIC

Australia, Japan, Korea, New Zealand

SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA (LATIN AMERICA)

Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, E1 Salvador, Ecua-
dor, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Netherlands Antilles, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru,
Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, Venezuela, other Latin America

NON-OECD Europe

Albania, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Gibraltar, Malta, Slovak Republic, Romania, Former Yugoslavia (Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Slovenia, Serbia, Montenegro)

FORMER USSR

Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgystan, Latvia, Lithuania, Republic of
Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan

AFRICA

Algeria, Angola, Benin, Cameroon, Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Gabon, Ghana, Cote d’lvoire,
Kenya, Libya, Morocco, Mozambique, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Sudan, United Republic of Tan-
zania, Tunisia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia, Zimbabwe, other Africa

MIDDLE EAST

Bahrain, Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Syria, United Arab Emirates, Yemen

ASIA

Bangladesh, Brunei, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, North Korea, Pakistan, Philippines,
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, Vietnam, other Asia

CHINA

People’s Republic of China, Hong Kong

The first two tables present the figures for natural gas production and consumption in the
world in 1971, then in the years of the two oil crises, 1973 and 1978, and finally in the last
five years (Table 2).
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Fig. 1. Natural gas production in the world



